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_ “*Plan to Punish Agee . S
Some Sponsors of the Iegislat.orx have
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ctivities, and the three'mmeraber

X s'axf of a Washington newsletter called

GF C{) ] ERT AGE ;TS the: Covert Action Information Bulletlny
"3 which regularly publishes the names ax'gi

- 7-_, personal staff movements- of purportecfr
officers of the C.I. A T s
“The staff members o! bulletm have in=;
sisted that they are able to obtairt the
| identities of agents in United States éms.
bassies because job titles and ranks in old
Government biographical registers,.are
-¥| easily decipherable. They also insist that,
*. lthéy have only identified. officers, with-

) : “shallow’” diplomatic cover, not truly se-
Special to"hehew‘{ark'nma R deret agents N

WASHINGTON, Sept. 3 = e House Further, ‘critics of the bill say that 1
| Judiciary Committee, easily delesting propably -an unconstitutional infringe:

' proposed restrictions, today approved aiment of freedom of press and’ speech:,
bill that would make publication of nonse-i They have ‘contended that it conld be'ex~

d their intent is to pumsh a former offi-!

A
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Mr. Hyde and several others members
also appeared to doubt that past disclo-
sures of controversial C.I.A. operations
had served the national interest. Mr.
Hyde said he could see littie difference
between C.1.A. eiforts to prevent the elec-
tion of a Marxist president in Chiie and
the financial support extended by Ameri-
can labor unions in recent days to Polish
‘strikers. ‘I think both were probably
good,”” Mr. Hyde said.

Another Iilinois Republican, Repre-
sentative Robert McClory, said that the
work of the C.I.A. from the late 1940’s
until 1875 was *‘so tremendous in keeping
us out of war.” It was in the mid-70’s that
 Congressional committees began hearing
extensiva testimony on abuses by intelli~
gence agencies. :

Killed F.B. I Amendment

The full J udxqary,..Commxttee also
killed the amendment passed last week
by the subcommittee on civil and consti-
tutional rights that would have deleted a
penalty for identifying a “‘covert agent”:

cret information a crime it it disclosed! tended : to. ‘journalists and publicatidns
the identity:.of.a ‘‘covert agent’; ol &/ who réport any abuses or questionable
Inited States intelligence agency or ark

practices by the intelligence services.
informer for the Federal Bureau ot InVES- . Representative Don Edwards, Demc-

tigation. % Uerat _of. California, urged the Judiciary
" “The vote' was 71 to 8 on the leglslatiop., Comumittee to delete the clause extending
whichthe hou.se is expected top hand-"the bill-to private citizens, saying that it}
il £ : Te:
jSeven Democratxc members ]omed 11 tional” to attemnt to penalize the use of

Republican-members to defeabthenme# information already in the pubhc do-:
- Dernocratic liberals on the key votg-That: main,

, would make the “whole bill unconstitu- |

i vote was on a-recommendation by & sub-{

' committee last, .week for deleticn-of the
rmost controversial portion of the bill, the
provision that would make it a crime for
private citizens, inc luding journalists, to
reveal the 1dentmw of agents. 5

SomeProvisions Not Conlested

There has been no serious controversy =

over the provxsxons of.the bill.that would
-’make it a crime for Government officials
:or tormer officials who have had{‘authoz-1

| ized - access ‘to: classified information’?
! knowmgly to make such'a disclosure
: The House bjll imposes penalties of.Gp.
to-three years:in prison on anyone whm
identifies and:‘exposes  coverty- aoents
iwith the intent to impair or irrpede THe.
{ foreigmr mtelligence actxmties: the
'Umted States.” *
- The bill'that is pendmg n the S e IS
somewhat different, penalizing a(,‘pat';
‘tem of. activmes" made Hwith reascm to;

v

Representative John F Sexberhnc
Democrat of Ohio, added that some
previous press disclosures, such as re-

_ports on the murder of Vietnamese intel-;
ligence agents by American personnel;

who suspected them of being double

‘| agents, might have been 111egal under

such alaw.
‘Treated Like Crlminals
The commitee majonty, however,
voted to retain the provision, which had
been approved by the House and Senate
intelligence committees. It also defeated
a motion by Mr. Seiberling that specifi-'
cally would have made legal the disclo-

 sure of an agent’s identity if the identi-

information.
LN

Representatwe Hen
lican of Illinois, conten

fication was based solely on non.secret

3. Hyde, Repub-
ed that those who|

. of the Federal Bureau of Investxgat'on S
counter-intelligence or counter-ter*onsm
teams.

Critics contend that that would make it
illegal to name the kind of informers who
have in the past infiltrated and reported
on domestic palitical movements that the
F.B.I believeshave foreign ties. ~

Earlier this year high intelligence and
legal officials of the Carter Administra-
: tion appeared to accept, albeit reluctant-
ly, a narrower version of the bill. But this
week the Director of Central Intelligence,
Adm. Stansfield Turner, and others
urged in letters that Congress pass the
more stringent version. -

Morton H. Halperin, a spokesman for
the American Civil Libarties Union, said
the organization believed that the bill ap- |
‘proved today was unconsticutional “and
would ‘‘cover a great many situations i
which identities are necessary for debate .

onimportant issues.”” v

The Senate Judiciary Committee wilV
hear . testimony-'on the controversy on-}
Friday from & variety of wztnesses in- }
cludmg Admlral Tumer.. - . j

1| publish.the names of agents should not be
‘‘permitted to hide’ behind the First
Amendment but should “be treated like

the criminals they are.” .




